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Title: Senior Vice Commander Position
Author: Department Executive Committee
WHEREAS, The position of Commander of The American Legion, Department of Minnesota is equivalent to being the chief executive officer and the most prominent position in the state, and

WHEREAS, The Senior Vice Commander position would allow a year of planning and appointing Department Committee members as the leading candidate for their elected year in the office of Department Commander, and
WHEREAS, There is confidential information that cannot be confided in any candidate vying for the position of Department Commander and can only be shared after he/she is elected, and
WHEREAS, Electing a Senior Vice Commander would allow this individual to observe first-hand the duties of the Department Commander to include confidential information and the Senior Vice Commander would be the leading candidate for Department Commander following his/her term as Senior Vice Commander, and now be it
RESOLVED, At the meeting of Department Executive Committee meeting, assembled in Wilmar Convention Center, Wilmar MN, that the Constitution of the Department of Minnesota be amended so that Article Seven, Section 1. shall read, “The officers of this department shall be a Commander, Senior Vice Commander, five (5) Vice Commanders, Adjutant, Treasurer, Chaplain, Historian, Judge Advocate, Department Service Officer, Sergeant at Arms and Membership Director, and be it further, 

RESOLVED, That Article Seven, Sec. 2. be amended so that it shall read: “The Commander, Senior Vice Commander, five (5) Vice Commanders, Chaplain and Sergeant at Arms shall be elected annually by the convention and said election shall be held on the last day of the convention. The Commander, Senior Vice Commander, Vice Commanders, Sergeant at Arms and Chaplain elected by the convention shall not be eligible to succeed themselves in the same office” and be it further,
RESOLVED, That at the close of the 2023 Convention, the position of Membership Director be eliminated from Article Seven, Section 1, and the mandate: 
“1929 That a Director of Membership be appointed by the Department Commander” be eliminated, and that all other mandates which refer to a Membership Director shall be changed to read “Senior Vice Commander”, and be it further
RESOLVED, That at the 2023 Department of Minnesota Convention, that elections be held for Commander and Senior Vice Commander, and that the Commander will select a Membership Director, and be it further

RESOLVED, That the expenses for the Senior Vice Commander in 2023 will be reflected in the Membership Director’s budget, and be it further

RESOLVED, That at the 2024 Department of Minnesota Convention, that elections be held for Commander and Senior Vice Commander and that the elected Senior Vice Commander will assume the duties currently prescribed to the Department Membership Director including the Membership Director budget, and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Department Convention in Willmar, Minnesota July 14, 15, and 16, 2022 for concurring action, and be it finally,

RESOLVED, That these changes to the Constitution become effective at the close of this Convention.
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